
July 2011    News & Notes 

Newsletter Date 

Upcoming August &  
  September Events: 
 
Aug. 13th -Board of     

  Directors Softball Fun Day 

Aug. 15th-Volleyball prac-

tices begin 

Sept. 5th-Center Closed 

Sept. 8th & 9th—Bowling 

resumes 

Sept. 10th - Swimming 

Sept. 11th—Harley Picnic 

 
 

Journey of Hope—Friendship Visit 

Tuesday, July 26th 
The time is quickly approaching for our annual visit with our friends from PUSH America and the 

Journey of Hope.  The cyclists on the Trans America team left Seattle, WA on June 5th enroute to 

Washington, D.C.   

What exactly is the Journey of Hope? 

In 1987, one man’s dream of riding his bike across the country came true. What he did not know was 

the inspiration and motivation his trek across America would give to Push America. The very next 

year his ride inspired Push America to create the largest fraternal fundraising and awareness event 

of its kind, the Journey of Hope. Today the Journey of Hope covers 32 different states, cycling over 

12,000 miles combined, it is solely comprised of members of Pi Kappa Phi and continues to spread a 

message of acceptance and understanding for people with disabilities.   

Journey of Hope reaches out to people through newspapers, radio and television, civic groups and 

community leaders, reaching millions of people annually and bringing to the forefront the abilities of 

people with disabilities. From the inaugural team of 21 team members raising $20,000, the team has 

since been expanded into three different routes of 35 Pi Kappa Phis and annually raises more than 

$500,000. One man’s dream made it all possible.  

Journey of Hope is a cross-country bicycle trek beginning in San Francisco, CA (North and South) 

and Seattle, WA (TransAmerica) and ending together with all teams in Washington, D.C.  The event 

raises funds and awareness for people with disabilities. Simply put, the Journey of Hope is a ride 

with a purpose. Make no mistake; this is not a simple ride. Journey of Hope is about many things. It 

is about challenging the norm. It is about serving our communities. It is about finding out more about 

ourselves than we ever imagined. It is about having a dream. It is about a mission. It is about hope.  

The true impact of the Journey of Hope can be felt through its programming across the nation. After 

riding an average of 75 miles a day, you won't find team members napping preparing for the next 

day's ride. They will be dancing at a friendship visit with a local group that supports people with dis-

abilities, participating in a game of wheelchair basketball, performing puppet shows to educate chil-

dren on the abilities of people with disabilities, and learning life lessons that will impact them for the 

rest of their lives. This journey is service beyond self and the men of Pi Kappa Phi have been dedi-

cated to people with disabilities since 1977.  

 

When we welcome our friends on Tuesday, July 26th, we will be providing all of the cyclists and 

everyone that returns the enclosed RSVP form with a pulled pork BBQ sandwich, chips, desert, and 

drink.  After our meal, we will open up the gym for dancing and karaoke.   

If you have never had the opportunity to attend one of the Journey of Hope visits, please make plans 

to do so.  It is an amazing experience for everyone!! 

Wabash Valley 

S.T.A.R.S. 

 

The Wabash Valley 

S.T.A.R.S. will be hosting 

a yard sale on  

Sat., July 23rd at  

Westside Community  

Church in  West Terre 

Haute. 

 

Contact Kristin Lewis @ 

533-8017 or 870-6481 for 

more info & details.   

You can also find this  

fantastic group on  

Facebook!! 

DRUM CIRCLE 

Drum Circle with Bethann will be 

held on Thurs., July 28th 

from 5:30-6:30pm. 

Cost is $2.00/person. 

Parent/Provider must stay on-

site during the session. 

Sponsored by RT Solutions & 

Happiness Bag. 



We would like to extend our most sincere appreciation to our friend, Laura W. and the 

inmates at the Federal Workcamp for their hard work and awesome creativity on our new 

trike!!  We are working on acquiring safety equipment, so be on the look-out when you 

enter the facility!! 

 

We also want to recognize Kevin and all of the folks from the Kroger North store.  We 

were invited to be a part of their Grand Re-Opening and were the recipients of $2000.00 

donation from the Kroger Company!!  This would not have been possible without the  

support of all of our friends at Kroger!! 

UNIFIED VOLLEYBALL  
Special Olympics has re-arranged the Fall Sport calendar, thus moving what was formerly 

known as the Fall Classic to Sept. 24th and re-naming  the event as the EKS Games, which will 

be held at Indy Brebuf H.S.  With this change, the volleyball season will begin the week of  

August 15th.  Teams will be comprised of Special Olympic athletes & Unified partners.  Each 

team will practice at least one time per week throughout the season and will play matches 

against other teams of similar abilities in order to qualify for the  

tournament in September.   

If you are interested in participating in this program, you must have up-to-date Special Olympic 

paperwork and attend practice sessions.  Please use the enclosed Registration Form and return 

it, no later than July 29th.   

SOFTBALL UPDATE 

Due to several circumstances, it 

has been decided to not enter 

teams in the 2011 Special  

Olympics softball tournament. 

We will continue to conduct  

practices, but instead of “gearing 

up” for the tournament, we will be  

preparing for a re-match with the 

Happiness Bag Board of  

Directors in August. We are also 

working on another game with an 

opponent to be announced.  As 

we finalize the details, we will pass 

the information along to you!! 

PARTICIPANT APPLICATION PACKETS 

Each year, all participants in the Summer Day Camp & Adult 

Day Service programs, are required to complete a new  

Application Packet.  This is necessary to make certain that we 

always maintain the most up-dated information on each of our  

participants.   

If you have received a packet and have not returned it, we ask 

that you please do so ASAP, as your  

participant’s file is already considered “out-dated”.  Failure to 

submit a completed packet can result in a termination of  

services until such time as the packet is received.   

VENTURE CREW 

The Venture Crew will 

meet July 9th & 23rd 

this month!!! 

REMINDER THE CENTER WILL BE CLOSED 

JULY 1st & JULY 4th 


